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Tanpri swiv enstriksyon pwofesè  w sou jan pou w itilize ak retounen  pakè yo. 
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First Grade Recommended Pacing 
 

Day Skill Page 

Monday 

Big Idea 16: Heredity and Reproduction 

Differences in Animals 

 
3-6 

Tuesday 
Big Idea 16: Heredity and Reproduction 

Differences in Animals 
 

7-8 

Wednesday 
Big Idea 16: Heredity and Reproduction 

Differences in Animals 
9-10 

Thursday 
Big Idea 16: Heredity and Reproduction 

Differences in Animals 
11-12 

Friday 
Big Idea 16: Heredity and Reproduction 

Differences in Animals 
13-14 

 
 
*If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, please contact their 
teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed to supporting our students throughout this 
distance learning experience. Thank you for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 

 

 



Day 1 
 

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content from earlier this year. 

 

 

Probe: Use your prior knowledge to answer the questions below. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Reading Passage: Close read and annotate the following text and pictures, and then answer the related questions. 

 

Birds 

This is a baby bird. What do you notice when 

you look at its skin? 

 

When the bird is 3 weeks old, it has spiny 

feathers. Notice how its eye has changed. 

 

This bird is 5 weeks old. Observe how many 

feathers it has. It is getting bigger. 

 

The bird is now almost a fully grown adult. It 

has colorful feathers. It has grown larger. 

 

What kind of feathers does the 3-week-old bird have? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Can you tell what kind of bird the 3-week-old bird is? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How is the 5-week-old bird different from when it was 3 weeks old? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



How is the fully grown adult bird the same as when it was 3 and 5 weeks old? How is it 

different? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cows 

 

Look at the newborn calf and its mother. 

 

The calf is growing. It still has the same white 

face and pink nose. 

 

It is now a young cow. The hair on its body is 

getting thicker. Her legs are longer. Even her 

face and head are getting bigger. 

 

The cow is now an adult. She has gotten 

larger, but her coloring has stayed the same. 

 

What other animal is shown in the photo of the newborn cow? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How can you tell that it is the newborn cow's parent? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Exit Slip Compare and contrast a young bird and an adult bird in this Venn Diagram. 

How do young birds compare to their parents?  

 

 

 

 

  



Day 2 

 

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content from earlier this year. 

 
 

Hook Picture: Use your prior knowledge to answer the question about this picture. 

 

 

What do you observe about the dog mother and its puppies? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Passage: Close read and annotate the following passage, and then answer the related questions. 

 

Some young animals are not the same as their parents. They can look 

different in many ways. Animals can have different-colored fur than their 

parents. They can have longer or shorter ears. Their noses might be 

different. Animals might grow to be bigger or smaller than their parents, 

too. 

 

How can an animal and their young be different? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Investigation Activity 

You will describe ways that a parent cat and its kittens are alike and different.  
 

Make a prediction: How are the mother cat and her kittens alike and different? 
 

Carry Out an Investigation 

1. Observe the photo of the photo below. 

2. Fill in the Venn Diagram. Write and word “cat” on the left side. Write the word “kittens” 

on the right side. 

3. Write how the cat and kittens are different in the outside sections. 

4. Write how the cat and kittens are alike in the middle section. 

 

 

Exit Slip: Compare and contrast a cat and its kittens in this Venn Diagram. 

 

  



Day 3 

 

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content from earlier this year. 

 

 

Hook Picture: Use your prior knowledge to answer the question about this picture. 

Chicks - How are they alike? 

 

 

 

What characteristics are common to most chickens? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



Reading Passage: Close read and annotate the following passage, and then answer the related questions. 

 

Underline the sentence that tells how young male lions are different from adult male lions. 

How are adult male lions different from adult female lions? 

 

What is one difference between male and female lions? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does a young male lion differ from an adult? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Exit Slip: How might animals of the same kind be different from each other? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Day 4 
 

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content from earlier this year. 

 
 

Hook Picture: Use your prior knowledge to answer the question about this picture. 

 

What do you observe about the differences between the male gorilla on the left and the female 

gorilla on the right? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading Passage: Close read and annotate the following passage, and then answer the related questions. 
 

 

Animal siblings have similar traits. They will also have different 

traits. Young bears are called cubs. They can be taller or 

shorter than their siblings. One sibling might have lighter or 

darker fur. Another sibling could have longer claws or bigger 

paws. 

 

 

How can two animals with the same parents be different? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Similar kinds of animals can look the same. Look at the dogs in the 

picture. These are Chihuahuas. They are a kind of dog. Chihuahuas are 

small and have pointy ears. These are common traits for Chihuahuas, 

but not all dogs have these traits. 

Chihuahuas can also look different from one another. They can be 

different sizes or have different fur colors. They inherit traits from their 

parents. This is why not all Chihuahuas look the same. 
 

Animals of the same kind can share features. We use features to sort animals in groups. A pack 

of wolves share certain features, such as the shapes of their bodies, jaws, and paws. Wolves are 

only found in the wild, while dogs are kept as pets. Not all dogs look alike. Many types of dogs 

have their own features. There are a lot of different dog types, but wolves tend to look more 

similar to each other. Wolves have longer legs and bigger paws. Dogs generally have smaller 

jaws and much shorter legs compared to wolves. 
 

 

How are two animals of the same kind alike? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How are they different? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Exit Slip: How are wolves and dogs alike and different? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Day 5 
 

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content from earlier this year. 

 
 

 

Reading Passage: Close read and annotate the following passage, then complete the activity. 
 

Some animals of the same kind are different from the others. They might all have feathers, but 

the color of their feathers might be different. Elephants look alike when you first see them. 

They all have big ears and long trunks. If you look closer, you can tell that there are differences. 

Some elephants have smaller ears. Some elephants have tusks with a different shape. 
 

Animal to Animal Comparison Activity 

For this activity, find two pictures of the same animal and compare them. 

What traits will you look for to compare the two animals? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Look at the pictures below of two animals of the same kind. For each set of animals, write one 

way the animals are alike. Write one way they are different. 
 

Communicate Information 

1. How did the animals look the same? How did they look different? 

Elephants:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Horses:________________________________________________________________________

Lions:_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What might the parents of these animals look like? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Elephants 

      
Horses 

       
Lions 

       
 
 
Exit Slip: How are animals alike and different? List Examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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